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Recreational Skipper’s Ticket
The person in charge of a recreational vessel 
with a motor of 6 horsepower or less 
is not required to hold a Recreational 
Skipper’s Ticket (RST). 

A skipper in charge of a recreational vessel 
with a motor greater than 6  horsepower is 
required to hold an RST and carry it when boating. 

Age restrictions

A person under 10 years may not drive a motor boat. 

RST holders over 14 but under 16 years of age are 
restricted to operating during daylight hours at a speed 
less than 8 knots. 

Interstate skipper’s tickets 

If you hold a valid/current interstate ticket, recognised by 
DoT and you enter, as a visitor or with the intention of 
permanently residing in Western Australia, you have three 
months to have the qualification recognised.

For further information visit our website or call 13 11 56.

Obstruction of channels and leading lines 
Cray pots, lines and floats, drop nets, fishing nets, marker 
buoys or other buoyed objects can not be placed or 
allowed to remain in any channel or fairway in any port 
or harbour, or in any channel, fairway or passage in any 
navigable waters without the permission of DoT.

You also can’t anchor or moor a vessel in any channel or 
fairway, unless the vessel is in distress.

Distress beacons (in-date)
EPIRB (AS/NZS 4280.1) or PLB (AS/NZS 4280.2)
Distress beacons must be in-date and registered with 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA).
When operating more than 400 metres from 
shore in unprotected waters you must carry a 
GPS enabled EPIRB or PLB worn by a person on 
board.

Accident/incident reporting
When an accident results in serious injury or death, or the 
vessel has been damaged enough to make it unseaworthy 
or unsafe, the owner or skipper must report full particulars 
of the incident to the DoT (within seven days). 

Pick up a special form from the Department’s offices, 
download it from the website or call 13 11 56 for one to 
be sent out.

Maintain a good lookout and a safe speed
Please maintain a good lookout for 
swimmers, canoes, paddle craft 
and other vessels. Exercise caution 
and operate at a safe speed when 
navigating.

Navigation lights
All vessels underway during the hours of sunset to sunrise 
must display appropriate navigation lights for the size and 
type of craft. 

For further information visit our website or call 13 11 56.

Make a difference
MAINTAIN AND WEAR

YOUR LIFEJACKET
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Onslow Port security
The Onslow Salt Facility - Port of Onslow security boundary 
cover those waters encompassing the dredged channel, the 
pilot boarding grounds and the tug mooring area. 

A permanent restricted zone extends 100 metres over the 
turning basin from the wharf and 30 metres around all port 
facilities and jetties within the Port of Onslow, unauthorised 
vessels may not enter these areas. 

Onslow
NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION

For more detailed information,  
refer to the Australian Hydrographic Nautical Chart 

Aus 743 - North West Coast
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WARNING! — Crocodiles
Crocodiles inhabit Pilbara coastal waterways so 
please exercise caution when launching boats 
and do not clean fish at the waters edge. 
Immediately report all crocodile sightings to 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions on (08) 9182 2000

WARNING! — Tides
There is a 5m tidal range.  Consideration to tidal 
movements should be given when planning a 
boating trip in the area.

ISLAND CAMPING
Most of the Pilbara inshore islands are nature 
reserves for conservation of flora and fauna. 
Camping is not permitted on most island nature 
reserves. For more information contact the 
Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions on (08) 9182 2000.
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Vessel Overtaking
Another

Every overtaking vessel
gives way (this includes

sailing vessels)

Each vessel alters
course to starboard

(right)

Power Vessels
 Meeting Head On

Give way to vessels 
on your starboard 

(right) 

Power Vessels
 Meeting

Power gives way to sail
except when sailing 
vessel is overtaking

Power Meeting
Sailing Vessel 

Basic rules of the waterways
Ships in Channels

All vessels must keep clear 
of ships using or 

approaching the marked 
navigation channel ships.

Distress beacons, EVDS and flares  
must be in-date
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Remember toRemember to
LOG ON
LOG OFF!  
every tripevery trip

with the local Marine Rescue group  

Red to green
downstream

Green to green
upstream

Downstream
direction

of ebb tide

Upstreamdirection
of flood tide
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CCTV used on WA Waterways


