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Recreational Skipper’s Ticket

A person in charge of a recreational
vessel with a motor of 6 horsepower
or less is not required to hold a
Recreational Skipper’s Ticket (RST).

A person in charge of a recreational
vessel with a motor greater than 6
horsepower is required to hold an RST
and carry it when boating.

Age restrictions
You must be 14 years or older to apply for an RST.

RST holders over 14 but under 16 years of age are
restricted to operating during daylight hours at a speed
less than 8 knots.

Interstate skipper’s tickets

If you hold a current interstate ticket, recognised by the
Department, and are visiting or permanently relocating

to WA, you have three months to have the qualification
recognised.

You must hold an RST or equivalent to operate a vessel
with a motor greater than 6 horsepower in WA, regardless
of where your boat is registered.

Medical fitness

Skippers are required to alert the Department if they
develop a medical condition that affects their ability to
safely operate a recreational vessel. More information
can be found on our website by searching Recreational
Skipper’s Ticket or call 13 11 56.

Obstruction of navigation aids, channels
and leads

Cray pots, drop nets, fishing nets, marker buoys or
other buoyed objects cannot be placed or remain in
any channel or fairway in any port or harbour, or in any
channel, fairway or passage in any navigable waters
without the permission of the Department.

Also, you can't
anchor or moor a
vessel in any channel
or fairway, unless the
vessel is in distress.

_Itis recommended an anchor and RECOMMENDED RECOMMENDED
line, a fire extinguisher and a means

of removing water be carried.
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Aids to navigation

It is illegal to interfere with, remove or damage any
beacon, buoy or other artificial aid to navigation. Without
permission in writing from the Department, it is illegal to
secure any vessel to any beacon, buoy, seamark or other
aid to navigation.

Marine Rescue Western Australia
Marine Rescue WA groups:

Augusta

Bunbury

Busselton

Cape Naturaliste (Quindalup)

Margaret River.

Please remember to log on before heading out to sea
and supply them with the:

e vessel's name, registration number or call sign;
e departure point and time;

e destination;

e trip intentions;

e number of people on board;

e amount of fuel carried; and

e estimated time of return.

This basic information can make the difference in a
response to an emergency situation.

It is also important to remember to log off to avoid an
unnecessary search being initiated.

Boat ramp courtesy

A good skipper plans for a day on the water and organises
equipment, motors and mooring lines before leaving for the
boat ramp. Remember to:

e use designated rigging and de-rigging areas to avoid
impeding other people launching and retrieving vessels;

e follow the directions on signage and or painted on the
roadway;

e use the correct lanes for launch and retrieval;

e move quickly to the end of the jetty allowing for other
people to launch and recover;

® have patience with other less experienced boaters; and

e read the signs at boat ramps to familiarise yourself with
the local area.

The State shall in no way be liable for any loss sustained or
incurred by anyone relying on the information.
16-32-01-SER-0925-WEB

Water skiing

Water skiing involves being towed over water at a speed
of 8 knots or more by a vessel.

It takes at least three people to go water skiing:
1. A driver of at least 17 years of age with an RST
2. An observer of at least 14 years of age

3. A person being towed. Vessels taking off with skiers
always give way to vessels landing a skier.

Beach take-off and landings are only permitted in the
designated take-off and landing areas (see below).

Skiing is only permitted between the hours of sunrise to
sunset, unless otherwise indicated. For further information,
please visit our website or call 13 11 56.

Lifejackets and safety equipment

Skippers must CARRY a lifejacket minimum Level 100 for
everyone on board when they are on any WA waterway.

Compulsory wearing of a lifejacket minimum Level 100
occurs when more than 400 metres from the shore in
unprotected waters for children aged between one and 12
years and for everyone on board when the vessel is less
than 4.8 metres.

Every person on board a personal water craft (PWC) must
WEAR a lifejacket Level 50S or higher at all times, from
launching until retrieval.

If skiing more than 400 metres from the shore in
unprotected waters, skippers must ensure the required
safety equipment is carried.

All water ski take-off areas
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Personal water craft

PWC - often called jet skis - must
be registered with the Department
and are subject to an annual
registration fee.

PWCs are regarded as
powerboats as far as the rules
are concerned, meaning there
are rules covering the age of skippers, safety equipment,
speed and areas of operation.

You must hold an RST to operate a PWC.

Safety equipment

Every person on board a PWC must wear a lifejacket
(minimum 508S) at all times.

When travelling beyond 400 metres from shore in
unprotected waters you need:

e A GPS enabled EPIRB or PLB - worn

e Flares or electronic visual distress signal device (EVDS)

e Beyond 4 nautical miles from shore in unprotected
waters a marine radio must also be carried.

Freestyling, wake and wave jumping

Freestyling is operating a PWC in a way that the skipper of
another vessel is unable to predict your course or speed in
order to avoid a collision with you.

Wave and wake jumping is driving a PWC over a wave or

swell with the aim of becoming airborne.

Freestyling and wake jumping is prohibited:

e within any speed restricted
area;

e within 30 metres of another
PWGC;

e within 50 metres of another
vessel or person in the water;
and

e in all water ski take-off and
landing areas.
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Paddle craft, kiteboarders and windsurfers

Paddle craft, kiteboarders and windsurfers
operating more than 400 metres from shore are
required to carry safety equipment.

For further information, please visit our website
orcall 13 11 56.

Navigation lights

All vessels underway during the hours of
sunset to sunrise must display appropriate
navigation lights for the size and type of craft.

For further information, please visit our website
orcall 13 11 56.
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Marine alcohol and drug laws

WA Skippers navigating a vessel are subject to the
same drug and alcohol limits and penalties as those
in place on WA roads.

STAY AFLOAT,

)ﬁ DON'T DRINK AND BOAT

The laws apply to all types of recreational vessels
including personal water craft, sailboats, dinghies
and tenders.

Laws also apply to some types of motorised craft,
such as electric hydrofoil boards.

A person operating any kind of vessel will be
subject to alcohol and drug testing if they are
suspected of being under the influence or involved
in an incident.
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